The Museum of the Age
of Enlightenment

THE SPIRIT
OF ENLIGHTENMENT

On October 5th, 1713, the man who was to become one of the
greatest thinkers of the Age of Enlightenment, Denis Diderot, was
born in Langres. Town of Art and History, Langres pays tribute
to Diderot in every facet of his talents. The museum, unique in
France, is dedicated to the philosopher and his most famous
work: the Encyclopédie. Along with Diderot, you will discover the
Age of Enlightenment, a fundamental era in the history of ideas,
literature, art and science. Located in a 16th century private
mansion, the Museum of the Age of Enlightenment also offers an
educational space and a shop around a garden designed in the
style of 18th century gardens.

A crucial step in the history of ideas, the Enlightenment
movement marked the 18th century by its intense intellectual
activity, covering all areas of knowledge, by applying the spirit
of curiosity, the importance of experimentation and freedom of
thought. Philosophers and scientists exchanged letters throughout
Europe. Books and journals took part in ideological debates.
Major expeditions set out in search of yet undiscovered lands.
The diversity of living beings was acknowledged and observed.
Significant advances were made in Physics and Chemistry thanks
to experimentation…Man’s place in the universe was reassessed.

INFORMATIONS
Maison des Lumières Denis Diderot
1 Place Pierre Burelle
52200 Langres
0(03)3 25 86 86 40
DESIGN

: CÉCILE DORLÉANS

The Museum of the Age of Enlightenment
is open every day except Mondays
musees-langres.fr

OPENING HOURS
Summer, April to mid-October
9 am to 12 am and 1.30 pm to 6.30 pm
Winter, mid-October to March
1.30 pm to 5.30 pm

CIRCA 1770 DETAIL OF THE ILLUSTRATION FOR “CUTLER” IN THE ENCYCLOPÉDIE

THE PHILOSOPHER
DENIS DIDEROT

THE ADVENTURE OF
THE ENCYCLOPÉDIE

Inquisitive about all subjects, passionate, indomitable, eclectic,
Diderot addressed every major philosophical question of his
century, but also literature, drama, art, technology, sciences…
Born into a family of cutlers, he studied in Langres before moving
to Paris. The untiring architect of the Encyclopédie, Diderot
also called into question his contemporaries’ moral, social and
religious practices. He wrote plays, revolutionized the novel with
Jacques le Fataliste, invented art criticism and gave crafts their
letters of nobility.

In 1746, Denis Diderot with Jean Le Rond D’Alembert started
writing the Encyclopédie, which would take more than twenty
years of this life. The Encyclopédie is the most significant
editorial achievement of the 18th century, considering the wealth
of knowledge it contains and the material means needed to
print it. The museum possesses the 35 original volumes of the
Encyclopédie and pays tribute to the numerous contributors to
this major undertaking: scholars, scientists, artists and craftsmen.
To this day, the Encyclopédie has been recognized as one of the
greatest intellectual adventures of this continent.

Find out about the museums, the collections, events
and admission fees on our website:
www.musees-langres.fr
musées de langres
MAISON DES LUMIÈRES

musées de langres
THE ABDUCTION OF DONA MENCIA DE MOSQUERA
(HISTORY OF GIL BLAS DE SANTILLANE)
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PORTRAIT OF DENIS DIDEROT BY VAN LOO

The Museum
of Art and History

THE
FINE ARTS

In a contemporary building, in the heart of the city, the Museum
of Art and History presents one of the most beautiful collections
of art and archeology between Champagne and Burgundy. Since
the 19th century, enlightened art lovers and generous donors have
built an exceptional collection of archeological artefacts dating
from prehistoric times to the Gallo-Roman period, sculptures from
the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, decorative arts (cutlery,
earthenware, furniture…), paintings, drawings and engravings
dating from the 16th to the 20th century and old photographs.

Painters born in Langres such as Jean Tassel in the 17th century,
Claude Gillot in the 18th century, Jules-Claude Ziegler and Joseph
Girault de Prangey in the 19th, Jules-René Hervé in the 20th century
are all honoured. The collection also features works by other
famous names in the history of arts: Cornelis de Heem, Gerard
Seghers, Jean Le Clerc, Charles Le Brun, Nicolas de Largillierre,
Eugène Delacroix, Gustave Courbet, Evariste Luminais or Raoul
Dufy…The field of decorative arts is illustrated by craftsmen
who worked in Langres and its surroundings in the 18th and 19th
centuries and have left outstanding works: earthenware made in
Aprey and the Auges, knives made in Langres and Nogent.

Musée d’Art et d’Histoire de Langres
Place du Centenaire
52200 Langres
0(03)3 25 86 86 86

The Museum of art and History
is open every day except Tuesdays

ADMISSION FEES
Full price : 7.00 €
Concession : 4.00 €
Child 12 to 18, groups of 10+ participants, special visits with
supporting documents
Child 12 and under : free admission
Ambassador of the museums of Langres annual pass : 7.00 €
Guided visit : admission fee + 2 €
Educational workshops : admission fee + 2 €
Visit + workshop : admission fee + 4 €
Special rates for schools : ask for information

THE PREHISTORY AND PROTOHISTORY ROOM IN THE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY

SAINT DIDIER’S CHAPEL

THE
ARCHEOLOGY

SAINT DIDIER’S
CHAPEL

The archeological collections bear witness to the richness of
the heritage of the town and its surroundings. The visit highlights
some remarkable works of art: swords dating from the Bronze Age,
Celtic torques, a marble statue of a Roman Emperor, a mosaic
representing Bacchus, a rare glass bottle decorated with snakes…
Large display cabinets house the reconstruction of workshops: a
stonemason in prehistoric times, a potter in the Neolithic period,
a manufacturer of weapons in the Bronze Age. One section is
devoted to the Egyptian collection.

In the middle of the tour and integrated into the modern
architecture, a Roman church contains medieval sculptures around
the tomb of Saint Didier, the Bishop of Langres in the 3rd century.
Evidence of the prosperity of Langres during the Renaissance is
presented as well, in particular precious fragments of the rood
screen of the cathedral dating from the middle of the 16th century.
The masterpiece of the museum, a painting by José de Ribera
entitled Jesus among the doctors is exhibited in the nave.

ENGLISH

The Graphic Arts Department allows us to exhibit, by rotation,
fragile works by artists such as Jean Duvet, a famous 16th century
engraver born in Langres, Claude Gillot or in the 19th century,
Jules-Claude Ziegler, Emile Sagot and François-Antoine Pernot.
DENIS

DIDEROT
1713 -1784
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STILL LIFE WITH FRUIT BY CORNELIS DE HEEM, SECOND HALF OF THE 17 TH CENTURY

MUSÉE D’ART ET D’HISTOIRE

PHILOSOPHE
ET ENCYCLOPÉDISTE
DES LUMIÈRES

«HÂTONS-NOUS
DE RENDRE LA PHILOSOPHIE
POPULAIRE»

musees-langres.fr
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