Once upon a time… Montsaugeon

Montsaugeon
in Pays de Langres

A village which has to be visited ...

Coll. Jean‐Pierre Maucolin

OFFICE DE TOURISME DU
PAYS DE LANGRES ET DES 4 LACS
BP 16 ‐ 52201 LANGRES Cédex
Tél : 03 25 87 67 67 ‐ Fax : 03 25 87 73 33
E‐mail : info@tourisme‐langres.com
Internet : www.tourisme‐langres.com

This visit of the village Montsaugeon
is of course not exhaustive. We can
only advise to walk freely the streets
of the village to fully appreciate the
quality of homes with an exemplary
restoration, which makes of Mont‐
saugeon a village with character. We
can also go for a walk along the
pond dedicated to fishing at the foot
of the village, a pond formerly sei‐
gneurial which is at the origin of the
popular nickname of the villagers,
"les grenouillats".
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History
The village of Montsaugeon, perched on the
side of an outlier culminating at 338m, is reflected in
a pond at its foot. Visible from very far, the hill over‐
looking the surrounding plain of 60m, has a privileged
location which lead to its occupation from the earliest
antiquity, because easily defensible.
A layer of shingle dating from the Middle
Palaeolithic (the oldest human presence in the de‐
partment) has been demonstrated recently at the
foot of the mound. One can also mention several
dozen objects of Neolithic flint found on its territory, and two burial mounds located on both sides of the
road to Prauthoy, containing remains from the Bronze Age to the La Tène. A discovery that has led some au‐
thors to propose surroundings of Montsaugeon as site of the battle between Caesar and Vercingetorix in the
days preceding the seat of Alesia. However, nothing is less certain, even if the national road 74 Langres‐Dijon,
which resumes today the route of the Roman road from Langres to Lyon (with a branch at the entrance of
Vaux‐sous‐Aubigny in the direction of Isômes and Geneva), could have seen legions there.
We better know the medieval history of Montsaugeon, where traces of buildings dating from the tenth
century were recognized at the top of the mound. The first known lord of Montsaugeon is Eudes or Odo of
the house of Montsaugeon in 1098, house that climaxes in the late twelfth century. But ruined by the crusa‐
des, it is gradually giving its property and rights on the Montsaugeonnais to a few religious communities and
the Bishop of Langres. Thus, the rights of the former pagus Attouar, which became the Montsaugeonnais, are
shared in the twelfth century between several families (allied to the houses of Mirebeau, Grancey and Thil)
and the bishops of Langres, who owned in 1158 a half of the castle, the seigneury and the village. But from
the mid‐fourteenth century, they became the sole owners of the fief of Montsaugeon, the opportunity to
take the title of "Earls of Montsaugeon" (circa 1360), and continue to exercise their rights on that territory
with this title up to 1793. The County of Montsaugeonnais includes 39 lordships, so the best part of all the
surrounding villages to Beza, Montigny‐sur‐Vingeanne, Grancey ... and was at that time the seat of a bailiwick
and a stately provost (Justice of the king and the bishop) making justice on more than 70 villages, the salt
cellar and royal «gruerie» (jurisdiction in charge of forest management), whence its influence throughout the
region known as Montsaugeonnais or Pays de Haut Gué.
Then, several families will held the fief of the bishop, and usually occupy his castle. In 1498 it was taken
and burned by William of Vergy, marshal of Burgundy, lord of Champlitte and governor of the province, but
will soon be taken over by the French. Montsaugeon is still involved, in the last quarter of the fifteenth centu‐
ry, in the bloody clashes of interests between King Louis XI, and Mary of Burgundy, daughter of Charles the
Bold. On this occasion, the village surrounded by fortifications with seven doors, suffered greatly from armed
conflicts, famines and plagues.
But it was during the religious wars following the assassination of Henry III, that the village and the

castle suffered the most, when Bishop Guy Descars,
saying he was clearly against Henry IV, abandoned
to the Leaguers his castle of Montsaugeon. In 1568
and 1574, the thuggish soldiers plundered the
Montsaugeonnais which castle is occupied by the
Leaguers, but the royal troops, led by the Duke of
Nevers, governor of Champagne in Langres, besie‐
ged the castle in 1589, took the village and try to
dismantle the whole in February 1590. However, in
September, the Leaguers, controlled by Rougemont,
repulse the royal troops and try to rebuild the forti‐
fications of this castle which will soon be taken over
by Jean de Tavannes. Finally, in the summer 1595 after submission to King Henry IV, Jean de Tavannes re‐
turns Montsaugeon for a contribution of more than 12,000 crowns, and in December 1595 the royal troops
invaded the places. The castle was completely dismantled and razed on the order of the Duke of Nevers,
governor of the region Champagne. The stones of the castle will participate in the reconstruction of the
village.
During the invasion by Galas, chief of Imperials in September 1636, it is still in Montsaugeon and on
the location of the razed castle that was established the headquarters of cardinal La Valette who commands
the French army against the enemy based in Champlitte.
After this long uninterrupted series of wars, destructions and lootings, among which only the vine
remain respected by all the parties, the village has grown rapidly. Montsaugeon soon asserts itself as an
important center of trade nearby Burgundy, with its markets, cattle fairs and materials, as well as its famous
vineyards and salt warehouse which supplied twelve parishes and more than a hundred villages under its
dependence.
The nineteenth century saw the decline of the vine surrounding the mound, the
main activity of the town, to its total extinction by the phylloxera. Meanwhile,
the region develops an extractive industry of iron ore which is washed in eight
large wash arm, before being routed to the blast furnace of Thuilière Auberive.
Nowadays, if this "inspired hill" has lost its past influence on the region, the
name of Montsaugeon has a great notoriety with the creation of communities
around Prauthoy such as the "Prauthoy‐en‐Montsaugeonnais", and even more
in 1988 the restart of the production of wine around the "Muid du Montsau‐
geonnais" by the" Association for the renewal of the vineyards in Montsaugeon‐
nais" (ARVEM) with activity now thriving.
Mineral village, Montsaugeon, which is labeled "Picturesque" since 1929, has been completely renova‐
ted since 1945 under the leadership of the former mayor, Pierre‐Jacques Guéné. Nowadays, there is a great
architectural unity which shows that Montsaugeon is a village with character.

1 The place of the medieval monumental door
First observe the monumental door of the late fifteenth
century, protecting the old medieval walls of the castle.
This is the only remaining vestige of the surrounding
walls once composed with seven doors (but only five in
1645), which escaped in 1595 to the avenging hammer
of destroyers of Langres.
This monumental door, once closed by a drawbridge
(and there are still the rebate and the tracks of its lift
system), was formerly protected by a gatehouse
(disappeared) and a muzzle still visible. The passageway,
on the left, was rebuilt late to serve as prison and its
coronation was remade in 1857 by the architect Henri Brocard from Langres.
Note the big calvary of the eighteenth century left on the square, with a cylindrical base surmounted
by a fluted column with a Corinthian capital. It seems to have been built by a certain N Jacob bourgeois of‐
Montsaugeon (known in 1562), as shown by its coat of arms surmounted by his name presented on the bar‐
rel.

beginning of the next century, during the reconstruction of the tower side (originally placed in the crossing).
The vault of the nave was raised in 1876.
Despite this mixture of styles, the church remains imposing with its three aisles, each with an altar. The stone
altar, made in 1680, is probably the most remarkable, framed by a magnificent and imposing wooden altar‐
piece installed for the occasion between 1675 and 1880 by the priest Germain Clouet, which occupies the
entire wall of the chevet. It is formed by a juxtaposition of 27 polychrome carved panels representing biblical
characters.
It can be noticed inside the church, a goblet cast of the sixteenth century at the entrance, classified in
1908. In the choir, there are six stalls which date from 1613, a sixteenth‐century Eucharistic cabinet behind
the altar in the space that once served as a vestry and in the nave on the left you can see the tombstone of
Etienne Bolot, "Receiver of the king in Langres, "died in 1699. Two wood painting, a St. Sebastian (late six‐
teenth century) and a Nativity of the Virgin of 1608 are visible at the bottom of the nave, the first showing
the idealized mound of Montsaugeon in an idealized landscape.
Notice in the cemetery (created in Montsaugeon in the late fourteenth century), behind the choir,
the imperial eagle resting on the grave of the prefect of the Empire, Marie François Edouard Pechin‐
d'Autebois from the village. At the end of the cemetery, take the steep path that reaches the site of the old
castle (optional).
For the keys of the church, ask Mr. Claude De Cointet at No. 1 Rue de la Goubaud (tel. 06.82.55.09.32) for the visit.

2 The walk on the ramparts
Through the monumetal door, go up to the first left,
called the "Street of Goubaud". In this street, there was one of
the three surrounding walls of the old ramparts of the castle
that once was around the mound, encompassing the upper
part of the current village. At the bottom of the rampart, there
was a gap currently filled, which memory is preserved today
by the street called "Chemin des Fossés."
Note the alternation of the beautiful mansions with portal,
and those of farmers and wine‐growers. Those on the left are
built immediately on the old curtain wall of the disappeared
ramparts. After n°7 (on the left), go along a long retaining wall on the right, then at the end, take the path
that leads directly to the church. This path is the last vestige of one of the defensive alleys leading directly
from the castle to the ramparts.

3 The church dedicated to the Nativity of the Virgin (ISHM 16 June 1926)
Originally, the church of Aubigny was the parish church for the villages of Aubigny, Vaux, Couzon and
Montsaugeon , and it is in this unique regional cemetery of Aubigny that was buried the surrounding popula‐
tion from the Merovingian period. It is also in this cemetery, that were buried the first lords of the house of
Montsaugeon.
The church (or chapel) Notre‐Dame of Montsaugeon which is quoted in an act of 1098, was rebuilt in the
thirteenth century in order to become the seat of a presbytery and a parish which depended on that time, of
the bishops of Langres, and of the spiritual abbey Beza (Region of Côte d’Or). His priest in charge, originally
appointed exclusively by the Prior of Aubigny (which
depended on the priory of Beza), was afterwards appointed
alternately by the Prior and the Bishop of Langres.
Partly destroyed during the seat of 1494, the building
retains of its origins, the magnificent portrait of the
thirteenth century with arches projecting in excellent
condition, once protected by a porch, the transept, the
gable of the choir and finally, the span which separates the
choir from the nave. The choir was rebuilt in the late
sixteenth century, after the disasters of the religious wars
that had taken down the church and its vault, set up at the

4 The castle
Known from the tenth century, the castle was rebuilt
later in stone, at the top of the mound. It included a chapel
under the invocation of Notre‐Dame‐de‐la‐Tour (tour = to‐
wer) with particular chaplain. We still see at the bottom of
stone stairs, an altar with two lateral niches, in a narrow and
circular apse once vaulted in a shape of an oven, which pre‐
sents a narrow axial window. Taken sevral times during the
Hundred Years of War and Religion, the castle and the fortifi‐
cations were dismantled by the royal troops, backed by the
militia of Langres led by Antoine Ribonnier.
An important recovery of architectural elements was
undertaken by the villagers, who used them to repair or rebuild their homes and retaining walls.
The twenty hundred square metres of the site of the castle were excavated between 1984 and 1990,
and the site which has to be valued is left unchanged.
Going down in the village, notice on your left at mid‐slope, a cross dating from the eighteenth centu‐
ry included in a retaining wall during the mid‐twentieth century , and a little lower, on your right (No. 1), a
crow representing an headless angel, probably made with sones of the castle.
Then go down the street "Rue du Chatelet" to the halls.

5 The Halls

Already present in 1625, but re‐erected on their
secular location in 1761, the magnificent halls of Mont‐
saugeon in atrium with an outside ogee cornice , reflect
both the power of the lord (the bailiff and the provost
were holding their meetings there), and the important
place of fairs and local markets. Fairs and local markets,
were an advantage to the wealthy local traders who
started the realization of beautiful houses in the village.
In the nineteenth century, there still was under
the halls of Montsaugeon a market every Thursday and
four fairs in the year.

Blason de Montsaugeon

6 Typical house
Several stone mansions, which are one
of the most remarkable of the village, have shelte‐
red, in the last three centuries of the old regime,
notable families of Langres (the Turquet, Le Vacher
De Rombuisson, Frémyot, Mauparty, Varney, Calme‐
let, Fourel, Péchin‐d'Autebois, Argenton, Danicourt
De Marivetz, de Saint‐Germain ...) who held trade. It
is thanks to these numerous fairs of the village that
these families enriched, and built the beautiful man‐
sions that we still can admire today.
On the North of the square « Place des Hal‐
les », one can see on the top of the alley (at No. 7), a
typical house of the early seventeenth century with
its "gable overlooking the street" with a kitchen
(identified by the discharge spout of the sink) and
living rooms upstairs, which can be seen behind a
triple mullioned window of origin. Note the
symmetry of the openings on the two levels, the
stairs down to the cellar (rearranged) under the
outbuildings in the ground floor and the elegant
lintel surmounting the door with no inscription on it.
Continue down the main street or the street
"Rue du Chatelet" as far as the number 2 of the
street "Rue du Grenier à Sel." Don’t forget to admire
the beautiful stone mansions.

7 The Episcopal Castle
The present castle (mansion) of the mid
‐eighteenth century situated on the entrance of a
vast park that can be seen from the grid, was
bought in the late eighteenth century by the bishops
of Langres. It served until the Revolution, to put the
bishop and his entourage up during his visits, and
also served as audience. Since then, the castle is

privately owned and not open to visitors.

There are now no vestige of the former salt cellar.

In front and across the street, was established the
imposing royal salt cellar administered by a distric
attorney, a fiscal attorney and several employees
who were responsible for the quarterly supply of
each head of family of nearly 120 villages or hamlets
(as prescribed quota imposed per person).

We can go back to the monumental door’s parking,
following the street "Rue du Four", where several
wine cellars with arched lintel are still visible.

