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This Centre is dedicated to Art in all its
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unknown artists). Welcoming artists in
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The origins of Auberive
The village of Auberive was born around its Cistercian abbey (24th daughter of Clairvaux) founded
in 1135, on the banks of the Aube. It was originally a group of conversers in the service of the
abbey. The ensemble then foramit a particular enclave belonging to France, on the borders of
Champagne and Burgundy, formerly known as the "Enclos d'Auberive". Bounded by high walls that
can still be seen around the abbey, this enclosure included only part of the present-day village. It
included in particular a guesthouse ("L'Hôtel du lion d'or"), the gate of the same abbey, an old
farmhouse ("la Theurelle") which was extended during the periods of full prosperity to the "Rue
des fermiers", a few houses for the craftsmen and the abbey wood guards ("la rue es gardes des
Bois de l'Abbaye"), an auditorium and finally an abbey palace from the Renaissance onwards
("L'Abbatiale").
All this population, at the service of the abbey (convers, craftsmen, service personnel, employees,
etc...), depended directly on the seigneury and the plain justice of the abbot of Auberive.
Comprising 121 inhabitants in 1742, this population was not really freed until the revolution of
1789. As it was not yet constituted as an administrative community (only as a parish), it should
have been dispersed and the present village would never have existed. The sale of national
property in 1790 encouraged a large number of foreigners to settle in Auberive, in addition to the
few farmers who were able to buy back their homes (633 inhabitants in 1804).
This phenomenon, linked to new constructions, took on such a scale that Auberive was very soon
elevated to the rank of commune (1790), but only took on real importance when it was made a
canton capital (to the detriment of Giey-sur-Aujon -1800), with the installation of a justice of the
peace, a gendarmerie, a receiver of finances, a school and six annual fairs during the summer
months.
Its 7,064 hectares make it the third largest commune in the Haut-Marnaise (after Pancey and
Châteauvillain). The commune of Auberive, 70% of which is covered by forests, has not had any
forestry income since its creation. The revolution of 1789 transformed all the abbey's neighbours
(4982 hectares) into a large state-owned forest, currently managed by the National Forestry Office
(O.N.F.).
In spite of this, in the course of the 19th century, the village rapidly expanded around industries
linked to wood and iron processing (forges and furnaces): creation of new housing, construction
then enlargement of a parish church, establishment in several stages of schools, the presbytery,
the town hall and the police station to arrive at the village's current situation as we know it today.
The population of Auberive, which was greatly increased between 1858 and 1924 by the
installation of prisons in the abbey (up to 1,084 inhabitants in 1876), has regularly suffered the
effects of the rural exodus over the last two centuries; it currently stands at 233 inhabitants (last
census in 1990). However, almost 30% of the village is over 60 years old (compared with around
20% in the Haute-Marne). the population remains particularly fragile in the canton of Auberive and
holds the title of the least populated canton in the Haute-Marne (5 inhabitants/km2 ). it is also
classified as a rural area in difficulty under the european objective (zone5b). However, the rich and
preserved heritage of Auberive and its region offers good prospects for developing quality green
tourism in the future.

1 The Farmers Street
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Auberive Abbey employed converts for agricultural work. They were housed in low, one-storey houses, built
soberly in stone at the end of the 18th century. They can now be seen in their original state under recent
alterations, some still covered with round tiles with prominent dewclaws. This tile, known as the "boot
stem" tile, conforms to an extremely rare model which has not evolved since the 12th century.
Opposite these houses, spacious barns were built, some of which were converted into dwellings as early as
the 19th century. The first one (on the central square side) was converted into a Maison de Pays (communal
house) in 1994.

The abbey
Ancient and rich Cistercian abbey, Auberive was founded in 1135 on the banks of
the Aube by Saint Bernard and the bishop of Langres, Villain d'Aigremont, with
the support of the surrounding lords (the Grancey, the Champlitte, the
Rochetaillée and their vassals). The monastery, particularly prosperous in the 13th
century, suffered the ravages of the Hundred Years' War, the Wars of Religion in
the 16th century and then the Thirty Years' War (17th century) since it was
situated on the border between Champagne and Burgundy. The buildings, then in
ruins, were partially rebuilt in the 17th century (cloister), to be completed in the
18th century.

2 The Church
Before the revolution of 1789, Auberive did not have a parish church; the convers
would attend services at the abbey, where they had their cemetery.
In 1772, the last commendatory abbot of Auberive erected a small chapel of SainteAnne in this place, replacing another of the same name, then in ruins, located within
the monastic enclosure. In 1863, the parish priest Dean Barthélémy had the chapel
enlarged thanks to public donations (construction of a transept and a larger choir
with cut sections) and endowed it with an elegant bell tower in 1864-1866, thus
transforming it into a real parish church. It was consecrated on the 11th aril 1883 by
the bishop of Langres, monsignor Bouange. On the façade, one can see the life-size
statues (1.75m) of Saint-Pierre with his keys and Saint-Paul holding the sword,
sculpted by Jules Naudet of Langres, a pupil of Rude.

3 The Theurelle
A large, almost square, bourgeois building, built on the rock at the confluence of the Val Clavin and Aube
streams, it is the oldest farm of the abbey, whose foundations seem to date from the 13th century.
It was sold after the revolution of 1789 to private individuals who gradually transformed it into a bourgeois
house: conversion of the barn and the outbuildings into housing, closure of the courtyard by two large iron
carriage gates The road on which the Theurelle is situated corresponds to the dam of an old pond: "l'Etang
de la Scie" which used to drive the old convers mill of the abbey.
However, the pond, which was badly maintained, silted up to three quarters of its height and, as a result,
was transformed into gardens and meadows enclosed by high walls around 1870. Below the mill, a barrel
factory was erected in our century on the same stream. It was in operation until the 1960s, when it was
replaced by the workshops of the "Abbey", which can be seen below. and closure of the dwelling by an
elegantly worked metal door.

4 The house of the Virgin
This house, originally built with a single ground floor on land belonging to the Abbey, was raised by one floor
in 1865. On this occasion, its openings were enlarged and the pediment of the entrance door was adorned
with a Virgin Mary, undoubtedly coming from a building of the abbey, which had been destroyed with a view
to its transformation into a prison.
This group, once polychrome, represents a Virgin and Child. It is placed in front of a flamboyant Gothic
stained glass window, above an altar covered with a tablecloth and two candlesticks. The whole is framed by
two Renaissance columns, once painted in spiral bands, on which two angels seem to represent the donors.
The ensemble, which rests on a console that is only sketched out, is surmounted by a very elaborate
entablature, formed by an alternating garland, in which stylised motifs from the same period are
interspersed: floral bells, beetles and Burgundian cabbage leaves.

6 The abbey, its facade and its gate Jean Lamour

The Jean Lamour grille
At the end of the Revolution of 1789, Auberive Abbey was
bought as a national asset by Denis Diderot's son-in-law, the
captain of industry Nicolas-Abel-François Caroillon de Vandeul.
Married to Angélique Diderot, daughter of the philosopher of
Langres origin, Caroillon de Vandeul transformed the austere
abbey into a comfortable residence, created a vast pleasure
park on the banks of the Aube and installed in front of the
monumental entrance to the abbey the magnificent ornate gates, attributed to the workshop of Jean
Lamour from Nancy. Originally created for the choir of the Beaulieu abbey church (52), Caroillon de Vandeul
has them rebuilt here, surmounted by his initials. The gates have been classified as historical monuments
since 20 August 1903 and the whole portal with its curved walls back has been classified as a historical
monument since 16 October 1956.
The façade
Behind the gate, the main facade of the abbey, rebuilt between 1779 and 1784 by François-Maximilien
Herman Druon de Hinisdal de Fumai, even as the abbot commendatory of the abbey, looks more like a castle
with classically very pure lines than a conventual abbey. It corresponds well to the court life of the
commendatory abbots of this period. The abbot's coat of arms is engraved in the triangular pediment above
the large entrance door of the building, which is not lacking in nobility. This facade is listed in the inventory
of historical monuments dated 12 June 1942.

7 La Promenade de l'Entre-Deux-Eaux
This pleasant walk in the shade of centuries-old lime trees, runs between the river Aube, on the left, and its
deferential canal, on the right. Originally, it was used as a millstream for the mill located within the abbey
walls, hence its name "Promenade d'Entre-deux-eaux". It is quite likely that this bench is contemporary to
the mill, whose stones seem to belong to the 13th century, but its use as a "promenade" is not attested to
that remote period. It seems more likely that this bench was originally used as a maintenance path for the
mill canal. The very beginning of the walk was originally used as a monumental entrance to the abbey
church and to the abbey from the guest house (Le Lion d'Or).
The lime trees visible today are remarkable and quite
impressive by the size of their trunks. The oldest were
planted as early as 1735 and were therefore 265 years old
in 2000.
This "Promenade d'Entre-deux-eaux", today a listed site by
decree of 11 October 1963, was once sung by the local
poet-literator André THEURIET of the Académie Française:
"The already oblique sun lengthened the shadows of the
lime trees on the Promenade d'Entre-deux-eaux and a
golden shiver ran across the surface of the bouncing
river" ("Sauvageonne"). In the middle of the promenade, a
charming mid-19th century communal wash-house attracts
the attention of walkers.

8 The Abbey Square
After walking along the so-called "Entre-deux-murs" promenade, built in the 16th century to access the abbey quarter, the abbey square opens up, a paradise for bakers.
Through the gates, the cloister buildings, entirely rebuilt in the 17th century in the purest classical tradition,
are listed in the inventory of historical monuments of 3 October 1929. Near this symbolic centre of the
abbey, a building on the right, with a large Gothic arcade, forms the choir of the abbey church. Dating from
the 12th century, it is the only vestige of this church, consecrated in 1158 by Pierre de Tarentaise, whose
nave originally closed the cloister.
This abbey-church was razed to the ground in 1760, in order to rebuild a disoriented baroque church
perpendicularly on the same spot.
It occupied the entire length of the square in front of the gate, before being demolished in 1828 by the
master of the Thuilière forge, in order to transform the abbey into a prison (where the Communard Louise
Michel was to stay).
To the right of the gate (on the abbey palace side) were once the abbot's sheds, with blind facades. They
were converted into housing during the 19th century. Opposite, the other sheds and barns underwent the
same transformation, before becoming the dwelling of the chaplain of the central house (or prison) for half
of them on the courtyard, and the prison infirmary at the back.

9 Abbot's Palace
The Palais Abbatial was built under the administration of Louis de Rye (1520-1550), Bishop of Geneva, 33rd
abbot and first commendatory abbot of Auberive. It marks a profound change that took place in 1520 in the
administration of abbeys: abbots were now appointed by the King. This is known as the Commende
(concordat of 1520).

The beautiful façade, with mullioned windows, has a
corner turret with a fire hydrant on the right,
reminiscent of the passage of the German Reisters in
1567 and 1587 in this place. The large windows were
opened in the 18th century, shortly before the reconstruction of the façade of the main building of the
abbey in 1779-1784.
Today, the new commendatory abbots stay here
during their short visits to Auberive. Deserted until
after the Revolution of 1789, the abbey palace
housed Auberive's town hall, the gendarmerie, the
Conseil de Révision and the village hall under the
Empire. Abandoned again, this remarkable building has been tastefully restored since 1974 by its current
owner. To the left of the courtyard are the former sheds and stables of the commendatory abbots, and opposite the abbey church are the two houses of the general guard and the forest brigadier, built after the
Revolution by Nicolas Caroillon de Vandeul, who bought the abbey (currently the house of the O.N.F. for the
first one).

10 Place André Theuriet
At the crossroads of the "Promenade d'Entre-deux-murs" and the "Promenade d'Entre-deux-eaux", there is a
small wash-house on the right, along the mill canal. Behind it, on the left, you can see a low house dating
from the end of the 18th century, built by the last commendatory abbot of Auberive, to be used as an auditorium with a prison for delinquents arrested on the abbot's land, then a school house for the children of the
farmers and the abbey's convers, whose charming miniature wash-house was used by the future housewives.
On the left is the stele erected in 1907 in honour of André Theuriet of the French Academy, whose bronze
bust was rebuilt in 1998 by the sculptor J.M. MAILLARD de Rouelles following a theft. This poet-literator took
advantage of his short stay in Auberive from 1856 to 1859 to write a collection of poems ("in Mémoriam")
and gathered the material to write about twenty novels which sing the nature and wild landscapes of the
surroundings of Auberive ("Reine des Bois", "Sauvageonne" and "Sous-Bois"...) .
Behind the stela, one can see the park of the "château", a large bourgeois house. Behind a large wooden
gate, the remains of an authentic English garden with an orangery from the 19th century, surrounds the
"Château", built in the style of the 18th century by Camille MOINE, a former master blacksmith in Auberive.
This vast residence and its outbuildings can be seen going up the hill towards the "Rue des gardes des bois
de l'abbaye".

11 Rue des Gardes des Bois de l'Abbaye
Like the "Rue des fermiers" which extends it, the "Rue des gardes des bois de l'abbaye" was once the road to
Langres. On the left, its low houses were rebuilt at the end of the 18th century by the last commendatory
abbot of the abbey. He housed the forest guards of the abbey estate. The ensemble, still very coherent, is
remarkably preserved in its original unity. The right-hand side of the street, was built later in the middle of
the 19th century. The second house (currently a hairdressing salon) served as a school for boys for several
decades, before being transferred, together with the girls' school, to the buildings of the current town hallschool.

